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Message from Rabbi Levin 
 
Shalom Congregants,  
 

Because of COVID-19, we are 
currently experiencing a 

societal disruption like none that we have known 
before or have ever experienced.  From day to 
day, sometimes hour to hour, the news changes. 
As I write this, stores, movie theaters, restaurants, 
casinos, and more are closed.   We have no idea of 
the severity of the coronavirus pandemic, but 
organizations like Ingleside are taking the 
appropriate precautions to protect us because it is 
necessary to limit the risk of exposure to the virus. 
 

However, there is one constant in this global 
rollercoaster, and that is Shabbat.  It is our respite 
from day-to-day problems and fears, providing a 
sense of calm based in the tenets of our ancient 
tradition.  “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it 
holy” is the Fourth Commandment.  In that 
keeping, Hevrat Shalom is in the process of 
implementing the media that will allow us to 
celebrate and share our heritage and be in 
community on Shabbat from the safety of our own 
homes. 
    

Rabbi Novick and I, together with Cantor Caron 
(with her beautiful voice) and Gabbai Silverman,  
will be celebrating Shabbat with all of you 
electronically, starting next Friday. For any who 
need to say Kaddish, we offer this opportunity. 
 
 

Using either your computer, smart phone or your 
home telephone, you will be able to connect to our 
service, which we hope to stream into your homes. 
Written instructions on how to connect will follow.  
The Sabbath Service, more than likely, will not 
exceed 45 minutes. However, this is as new to us 
as it may be to you so we ask, in advance, for your 
patience and indulgence. We will do our best to 
make this virtual Sabbath experience a warm and 
enriching occasion.   
 

Regardless of the nightly news, we will still find a 
way, even if it is through technology, of having 
Shabbat together. 
 

L’shalom, 
Rabbi Stan 
 

 

This Week’s Torah Portion 
And Drash by Rabbi Novick 

 

This week we read a double 
portion. The last two sedrot of 
the book of Exodus, Vayak –

hel – pekudeu.  In va-yak-hel, Moses asks for 
contributions to build the mishkan (tabernacle) 
and as we saw in Terumah the people respond with 
extraordinary generosity.  It is not a select few that 
contribute; rather, the "whole community" is so 
moved (35:20). The craftsmen report there are too 
many donations, and for the first and probably the 
only time in Jewish fundraising history, people are 
told to refrain from bringing additional 
contributions.  
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Craftsmen are selected and building begins.  The 
Torah describes the fabrication of every aspect of 
the mishkan.  Bezalel (the chief architect) crafts the 
ark and other sacred furnishings. In P’kudei the 
Israelites bring the completed parts of the mishkan 
to Moses, who confirms that the work has been 
done as God commanded.  Moses blesses the 
people.  God now commands Moses to erect the 
mishkan and anoint the priests.  God’s glory then 
fills the mishkan.     
 

This is also a special shabbat, Shabbat ha-chodesh, 
the last of the 4 special shabbatot before Pesach.  
It falls on the shabbat before the month of Nissan 
begins, (Thursday, march 26).   
There should be two Torahs this shabbat and a 
special maftir aliyah reading that describes the 
night of the 1st Pesach.   
 

Notable features include eating the pesach lamb 
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs, and the 
painting of blood of the sacrificed lamb on the 
doorposts of the Israelite houses.  The passage, 
containing both the story and various laws of 
Pesach, connects us to our ancient past and prods 
us to accelerate preparations for Pesach, which is 
only a few weeks away (April 8th).  If we were 
gathered together, physically, in prayer, I would 
have chanted a few lines from this reading (the 
Sedra of Bo) so that you would have had a sense of 
the instructions given to the Israelites. 
 

The DRASH – WHY BUILD THE MISHKAN 
 

The Torah devotes approximately f0rty-five 
percent (5 of 11 parshaot) of the Book of Exodus, 
the Book of Redemption, to the building of the 
Mishkan and the role it will play in the lives of our 
forefathers.  Va-yak-hel is the second time that the 
description of the Mishkan and its furnishings is 
given in the Torah (the first time occurred in the 
previous Torah readings of Terumah, Tetzaveh and 
Ki Tissa). Why is this the case?  
 

For one thing, God was showing that his purposes 
would not be thwarted, even if man's sin (i.e., the 
golden calf incident) caused a delay in God's will.   

Also, it served as a unifying element, at least 
temporarily, for the Israelites.  Everyone (men and 
women alike), could participate in its building and 
feel a sense of belonging.  Additionally, it 
reinforces the importance of the sanctuary in the 
growth and nurturing of the Jewish people and 
their link to God.  The purpose was supposedly so 
God could dwell among his people.  
 

It transferred the divine presence from the 
immovable Sinai to a moveable structure that 
would accompany the people on all their journeys.  
The tabernacle represented the presence of God in 
Israel’s midst.  It was the place where God could be 
served tangibly by the community. According to 
Midrash, the tabernacle testified to the whole 
world that God had forgiven Israel for the sin of the 
golden calf. Rashi tells us that the Mishkan, in fact, 
testified that God forgave the Jewish people for the 
sin of the golden calf.   
 

Why create the Mishkan?  Why introduce the 
construction of the sanctuary at this point in the 
Torah, particularly following so closely to the giving 
of the Ten Commandments?  Why introduce it at 
all?  To some, the introduction and building of the 
Mishkan may appear to be anticlimactic.  However, 
to some scholars this was the high point, even the 
goal for giving the Ten Commandments.  In 
Egyptian slavery, they argue, Israel made buildings 
for the pharaohs.  Now, they were privileged to 
labor for God’s purpose. The sanctuary was a new 
act of creation for the Israelites, thereby making 
their freedom concrete and meaningful. 
 

The tabernacle was built, not because God needed 
it, but to show his affection for Israel. As the 
eminent scholar Franz Rosenzweig points out, the 
building of the tabernacle was the high point, the 
very goal, for giving of the Torah.  So we see the 
importance of the tabernacle and the reason it 
commands 45% of the book of exodus. 

 
L’shalom, 
Rabbi Novick 
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Greetings from Cantor Caron 
 
Shabbat Shalom, 
In these challenging times, we 
have to find the joy and count our 
blessings. For so many of us, 

music can truly make a difference. With that in 
mind, I am happy to share these songs of hope and 
healing, from me and a colleague: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pf1aeQj_RQA 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_l
GecSOnuQVOWSbxzkNE_XN2VpDmFmJx7g&fbclid=
IwAR0P7U61upRoFSdcMEZJumrJ9dMJ6CDQKkH9D
Ny4cigfXDYGdBTdSajs6tk 
 
And for an additional light touch of Ashkenazi 
humor:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgFfT-hw5hs 
 
Be well, stay safe and continue to seek for that joy, 
 
Cantor Caron 
 

 
 
 

A Resident Member’s Perspective  
 
Here at Ingleside we are, because of who we are, 
seniors, the federal, state and local governments 
consider us “at risk”, with respect to the Corona 
Virus. My response to this is twofold.  
 
First, I am grateful to Hashem, that I have reached 
four score plus three years of life and I live here, at 
Ingleside. I am in reasonably good health. I live in a 
place that understands my physical needs and 
fulfills them quite well. The actions Ingleside has 
taken to protect our residents should be 
appreciated.  
 
And there is more. With our congregation, Hevrat 
Shalom, on campus, my spiritual needs are 
addressed and fulfilled. With two Rabbis, a Cantor 
and a dedicated President of our congregation, 
who can ask for anything more? 
 
A couple of weeks ago Ingleside brought on board 
Rabbi Rachel Schwartz, who will take on the role of 
Chaplain to the Jewish community. We are surely 
blessed. While the Corona Virus is, at this moment 
in time, only a “pain in the tuchas” on our campus, 
(I hope it only remains so) we have so much in 
place to address both our physical and spiritual 
needs.  
 

Shabbat Shalom,  
 

Gene Silverman (Gene serves as Gabbai to Hevrat 
Shalom and is seen in the adjacent photo to the left of the 
Torah, followed to your right by Tristan Donaldson serving as 
Hagbah and Rabbi Novick) 

 
Note from our Administrator: 
 
Our rabbis and cantor are always available for 
support and guidance, now by phone and in 
healthier times through personal visitation. You 
can reach us to request a call or let us know of 
someone in need by calling our office at 
240.767.6518, or by calling me directly at 
301.299.2592 or by email at suetubbs@verizon.net  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pf1aeQj_RQA
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_lGecSOnuQVOWSbxzkNE_XN2VpDmFmJx7g&fbclid=IwAR0P7U61upRoFSdcMEZJumrJ9dMJ6CDQKkH9DNy4cigfXDYGdBTdSajs6tk
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_lGecSOnuQVOWSbxzkNE_XN2VpDmFmJx7g&fbclid=IwAR0P7U61upRoFSdcMEZJumrJ9dMJ6CDQKkH9DNy4cigfXDYGdBTdSajs6tk
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_lGecSOnuQVOWSbxzkNE_XN2VpDmFmJx7g&fbclid=IwAR0P7U61upRoFSdcMEZJumrJ9dMJ6CDQKkH9DNy4cigfXDYGdBTdSajs6tk
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_lGecSOnuQVOWSbxzkNE_XN2VpDmFmJx7g&fbclid=IwAR0P7U61upRoFSdcMEZJumrJ9dMJ6CDQKkH9DNy4cigfXDYGdBTdSajs6tk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgFfT-hw5hs
mailto:suetubbs@verizon.net
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March Yahrzeits 

 
Ted Bahr  Husband of Carol Bahr 
Stanley Berger  Brother of Elaine Moses   
Olivia Elkaim  Wife of David Elkaim 
Paul Fox  Brother of Florence Lang 
Charles Lehman Brother of Leonard Lehman 
Ronald Olin  Brother of Irwin Olin  
Michael Parsont Husband of Mini Parsont 
Louis Schulman  Father of Bonni Dutcher 
Hugo Schuster  Father of Ruth Goldman 
Recha Schuster  Mother of Ruth Goldman 
Bess Shay  Member 
Gabriel Swart  Father of Mimi Goldstein 
Hyman Shapiro  Husband of Irene Shapiro 
Judith Wittman  Wife of Harold Wittman 
Matthew Zimet  Brother of Elihu Zimet 

 

Year of Mourning 
 

Judith Wittman Wife of Harold 
Irwin Olin  Husband of Nina Olin  
Judie Berlinger Wife of Carl Berlinger 
Henrietta Mintz Sister of Sandra Wolk  
Robert Levin  Brother of Rabbi Levin 
Aaron Gerson  Grandson of Sam & Norma Girson 
Norma Dancis  Beloved Member 
Margo Dessauer Wife of Ralph Dessauer 
Imogene Lehman Wife of Leonard Lehman 
Darryl Sherman Resident Bible Educator 
Nettie Birnbach Beloved Member 

 

May their names be for a blessing….. 

ָא) ל"אחז  ְמ כַא אר ְְ ימ ַרז חנ ְָ ל ָזימ יר ָר  ָלכמ

 


